
NEWS ABOUT LOUISVILLE

AND JEFFERSON COUNTY

METROPOLITAN SEWER

DISTRICT

SEPTEMBER 2004

“Never doubt that a

small group of thoughtful,

committed people can

change the world.

Indeed, it’s the only

thing that ever has.”

– Margaret Mead

Volunteers participating in the 15th annual Beargrass Creek Clean Sweep this month

also will have a chance to learn how to maintain a healthy watershed.

Along with collecting trash and debris from the creek’s banks, volunteers meeting at

the pumping station can learn how to create a rain garden, the benefits of a riparian or no-mow

zone, and about the Water Watch monitoring program.

The demonstrations aren’t the only new feature in the annual clean-up event. This

year, instead of dividing volunteers among numerous access points along the creek’s three

forks, local workers will gather at the MSD’s flood pumping station on lower Brownsboro

Road, near the head of the Butchertown Greenway Trail.

Along with collecting trash and debris from creek banks, volunteers are invited to bring

canoes to sweep the creek from the inside, if weather permits.

The Sweep will begin at 9 a.m. and continue until noon on Saturday, September 25.

Sweep volunteers should wear old clothes and shoes that withstand water,

and bring work gloves.

Sweep sponsors include Kentucky Waterway Alliance,

Louisville Nature Center, Metro Parks, the Jefferson County

Natural Resources Conservation Service and MSD. For 

more information, visit www.beargrasswatershed.org on 

the Internet. For details or to volunteer, contact Kurt Mason

(499-1900 or kmason@ky.usda.gov) or Phyllis Croce (540-6456 

or croce@msdlouky.org). 

Annual Beargrass Sweep is September 25

Connection fee waived for low-income homes
MSD will continue to waive its fee to connect homes purchased by low-income owners

to sanitary sewer service.

The $5,500 connection fee will not apply to low-income families purchasing homes for

$93,000 or less, providing the family meets the income criteria established by MSD’s Board,

based on guidelines adopted by Habitat for Humanity of Louisville. For example, a family of

four with annual income between $17,450 and $34,900 would be eligible for the waiver. 

The home must be built by, or on behalf of, a 501(c)(3) organization that is either

exempt from federal income tax or is a government entity.

MSD’s policy to waive connection fees for low-income customers dates back to 1997,

according to Legal Counsel Carolyn Shain. Previously, MSD had used Kentucky Housing

Corporation guidelines for family income and home purchase price. Shain said using Habitat for

Humanity of Louisville guidelines better reflects the local affordable housing community.

The new guidelines become effective September 1.



Beargrass Creek: Roadside drainage
improvements, including a pipe and inlet
system, are planned along Lynnbrook Drive.
When completed, the $53,393 project will
address three customer requests and benefit
24 properties. It’s part of the Project DRI
partnership between Louisville Metro and
MSD to correct the community’s worst
drainage problems.

Project DRI will address standing
water problems along Narragansett Drive.
Among planned improvements are a valley gutter and driveway apron replacements. The $85,643
project will resolve two customer requests and benefit 54 properties.

Drainage improvements totaling $57,535 will be constructed along Ridgeview Avenue
to relieve roadside standing water. Part of the Project DRI partnership, the work will address
seven customer requests and benefit 26 properties.

Mill Creek: A mix of rear-yard and roadside drainage facilities are planned to improve drainage
along Downes Drive. The $112,203 project will benefit 72 properties. It’s part of Project DRI,
the partnership between Louisville Metro and MSD.

Constructing roadside drainage facilities along Lemmah Drive will improve drainage for
22 properties. The $50,258 project is part of the Project DRI initiative.

Morris Forman Wastewater Treatment Plant: Working with contractors selected to construct
improvements at the Hite Creek and West County wastewater treatment plants, MSD staff
have fixed cost ceilings by defining specific tasks and deleting components that are no longer
required to complete the projects.

Work to expand the 34-year-old Hite Creek plant to a treatment capacity of 6 million
gallons per day has been underway since September 2003. Improvements include constructing new
screen and blower buildings, and two clarifiers; replacing influent pumps; expanding ultraviolet
disinfection capabilities and enhancing the aeration basins. The project, expected to be completed
in September 2005, will cost $10.8 million.

The third phase of expanding the West County plant began in August 2002, and will
increase the plant’s treatment capacity from 19.5 million gallons per day to 30 million gallons.
Other improvements include building a new solids transfer pump station; relocating and adding
odor controls to a sludge holding tank; and redirecting the flow in aeration basins. When completed
in July 2005, the work will have cost $8.319 million.

Upcoming
Events
September 6
Labor Day holiday. MSD offices
are closed. For emergency service
phone 587-0603

September 13
MSD Board meeting, 10 a.m.,
700 W. Liberty, first floor

September 17-19
Jeffersontown Gaslight
Festival, Jeffersontown. 
Visit the Project XL booth! 
Contact Greg Ratliff (540-6470 or
ratliff@msdlouky.org) for details

September 18
Beargrass Creek Clean Sweep,
9 a.m. to noon. See story in this
Update for details.

September 27
MSD Board meeting, 10 a.m.,
700 W. Liberty, first floor

Certifiable
Success
DiverseWorks for these recently 
certified businesses:
Burns Janitor Service, Inc. (MBE)
Providing janitorial services
Contact: Tommie Burns, 585-4548

Data Solutions & Technology,
Inc. (M/WBE)
Providing computer, business and
management consulting; courier
service and local passenger 
transportation; and publishing 
services
Contact: Deborah Scott Thomas,
301/583-3500 

Summertime means the annual picnic for MSD retirees. Former yard worker Don Thomas
and his wife, Carolyn, hosted the event on July 8 at their home on Old Whipps Mill Road.
Along with enjoying good food on a lovely
summer afternoon, retirees spent time catching
up with each other. To learn more about 
MSD’s retiree organization and future events,
contact MSD’s Beverly Cox (540-6377 or
coxb@msdlouky.org).

MSD Retirees’ Club News

Area Team News




