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“Very seldom do you have a

solution that is win-win-win,

for the people of Kentucky,

the people of Louisville

Metro and the federal

government.”

An agreement between state and federal

environmental protection officials and MSD outlines

plans to reduce sewer overflows and improve water

quality, and ends a lawsuit filed by the Kentucky

Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet in 2004.

The state filed the lawsuit “to get MSD on a

schedule to develop a plan to remedy combined sewer

overflow problems in Louisville Metro,” according to

LaJuana Wilcher, secretary of the state Environmental

and Public Protection Cabinet. “The results are

good solutions for the Ohio River through a unified

agreement representing the best interests for the

people of the commonwealth and the city.”

The agreement, filed April 25, sets a

schedule for MSD to complete a plan and implement

strategies to bring Louisville Metro into compliance

with the federal combined sewer overflow policy.

Many of the milestones are simply to document MSD’s work to-date as well as planned 

efforts to reduce sewer overflows, Wilcher said. “The goal is to implement a sewer discharge

plan that complies with federal regulations by 2024,” she said.

Gov. Ernie Fletcher said addressing sewer

overflows in Louisville and 16 other Kentucky

communities is “a major problem and a real challenge.”

He lauded the cooperative spirit among MSD, state

environmental officials and federal regulators in

reaching an agreement. “Very seldom do you have 

a solution that is win-win-win, for the people of

Kentucky, the people of Louisville Metro and the

federal government,” Fletcher said.

Metro Mayor Jerry Abramson said a healthy

environment is important to the city’s economic

development. “Without it, Louisville simply cannot

compete with other cities in terms of new jobs and

continued growth.”

The agreement calls for MSD to pay only $1 million in penalties to the commonwealth.

“That means less money spent on penalties and assessments and more toward bringing us into

compliance with state and federal law to get the water quality we want in this community,”

U.S. Rep. Anne Northup said.

continued on page 3

MSD and regulators agree on overflow plans

Gov. Ernie Fletcher greets Louisville
Metro Mayor Jerry Abramson and
Congresswoman Anne Northup after
detailing an agreement between the
commonwealth and MSD. 

Executive Director Bud Schardein is flanked
by Kentucky Environmental and Public
Protection Secretary LaJuana Wilcher
(left) and Environmental Protection
Commissioner Lloyd Cress (right).



The Project DRI partnership between

Louisville Metro and MSD is solving drainage

problems throughout the community. These

projects are ready for construction:

Pond Creek/Mill Creek: A $120,854 project

will address standing water problems along

Anita Boulevard and El Prado Street

between Granada Drive and Mid Drive. 

The removal and replacement of the existing pipe system, 

re-establishing roadside swales, and replacing driveway aprons

and a paved ditch system along the side yard of several homes

will resolve 14 customer requests and affect 52 properties.

Paved roadside swales will be installed and driveway

aprons replaced in the Paradise/Player Drive area. The $97,645

project will address 14 customer requests and affect 51 properties

along Brewer Drive, Casper Drive, Goalby Drive and Player Drive.

Standing water will be relieved in the Ramona
Lane/Anita Boulevard area as roadside swales are regraded and

driveway aprons are replaced. Nine customer requests will be

addressed and 49 properties will be affected by the $82, 826 project.

Upcoming
Events
May 5
DiverseWorks for You
Certification Orientation, 9 a.m.,
700 W. Liberty, first floor

May 9
MSD Board Meeting, 10 a.m.,
700 W. Liberty, first floor

May 21
Okolona Clean-up Day, 10 a.m.,
Southern High School, 8620
Preston Highway, North parking lot

May 23
MSD Board Meeting, 10 a.m.,
700 W. Liberty, first floor

Customer First 
at Work
“Thanks to Tammy Moore for her
assistance with a cave-in on my
street. She was so helpful and
sweet—and the manhole was fixed
that same day!”
--Deanna Lear, Shively

“Just yesterday I reported a sewer
basin problem in my front yard.
Today my wife saw an inspector
looking at it. Now that is fast!” 
--Terry Poteet, Newburg

“Thanks toTroy Smith for a job well
done. He is professional, competent
and keeps customers happy.”
--Tim Kraus, Mayor, 
Norbourne Estates

Certifiable
Success
DiverseWorks for this recently
certified business:
Magnatex, Inc. (M/WBE)
Commercial and industrial 
construction; glass and glazing
contractor; machinery, fabricated
metal, glass, plastics, rubber and
sheet metal products
Contact: Nicole Palmer, 502/493-0558 

Drainage Response
Initiative Projects

Installing roadside drainage
facilities will reduce standing
water along Player Drive.

Through April 21, 2005, the Project DRI partnership between

Louisville Metro and MSD completed or started 82 percent of

planned drainage improvements since Project DRI began in

January 2003.

Awaiting Start/ 
Under Design

18%

Under
Construction

20%

Complete
62%

Project DRI Progress

Okolona area residents and non-profit organizations are invited to 

join 24th District Metro Councilwoman Madonna Flood Saturday May 21 from

10 a.m. until noon for the third annual community cleanup.

Volunteers will meet at the north parking lot of Southern High School,

8620 Preston Highway, and fan out into neighborhoods to pick up trash, litter and

debris. Councilwoman Flood will provide prizes for the non-profit group bringing

the most volunteers to the cleanup, and a small lunch will be provided afterward.

MSD will supply trucks and personnel to pick up bagged trash. MSD

routinely assists with neighborhood cleanups throughout the community. 

In case of rain, the Okolona cleanup will be held May 22nd from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

For more information phone Councilwoman Flood’s office, 574-1124.

Okolona cleanup seeks helping hands

Metro
Councilwoman
Madonna Flood



UPDATE – NEWS ABOUT LOUISVILLE AND JEFFERSON COUNTY METROPOLITAN SEWER DISTRICT

MSD Milestones
We’re proud to announce:
Employee contributions to Metro
United Way’s 2004 campaign increased
by more than 30 percent, earning MSD
the WOW! Designation.

Welcome to MSD:
Patricia Capito, Floodwall 

Maintenance Electrician
Andre Reese, Utility Trainee
Kenneth Alford, Utility Trainee
Michael Slavey, Master

Maintenance Electrician 

Congratulations on your promotion:
Ricky Mills, Utility Leader/Sewers 

Changing the pace:
Kavin Moore, Utility Worker III/Support

We will miss:
Norman Brown, Project Engineer II, 

retiring May 31st
Lee Hatchett, Utility Leader, 

retiring May 31st

MSD and regulators... continued from page 1

Kids of all ages from throughout Louisville Metro participated in Earth Day at the Zoo.

The day-long event held April 16 commemorated the 35th anniversary of the first Earth Day

celebration on April 20, 1970.

MSD employees staffed a display, providing free information about stream water quality,

Louisville Green and other environmental initiatives.

The display’s highlight was Enviroscape, an interactive learning toy that demonstrates

how substances in a neighborhood become stream pollutants. 

“The area got polluted by shaking different colors of powder on the neighborhood,”

said Sue Green, MSD’s Earth Day coordinator. Bright green lawn chemicals, red industrial

dust, black oil from an auto wreck, cocoa manure, brown soil and confetti litter scattered

around the neighborhood. “Then the kids made it rain by spraying the neighborhood with

water, and watched the pollution run into the lake.”

After pollution prevention measures, best management practices and industrial wastewater

pretreatment are added in the neighborhood, there’s 

less polluted runoff during the next rain. “When the 

lake stays clean, everyone says, ‘Wow!’” Green said.

These MSD employees made Earth Day at 

the Zoo a success: Robert Bates, Bob Brown, Vicki
Coombs, Elizabeth Coyle (and daughter Kendra),
Tracy Crawley, Phyllis Croce, Eugene Downs, Sue
Green (and son Nathan), Kandyce Groves, Gary Kohler
(and daughter Chelsey), Greg Ratliff, Bud Schardein,
Diane Secor and René Thomas.

MSD was among organizations statewide

that partnered with the Kentucky Environmental and

Public Protection Cabinet on Earth Day activities

across the commonwealth.

Earth Day filled with natural fun

The agreement calls for specific improvements to the MSD sewer system over about

a 19-year period. The worst overflows, from MSD’s sanitary-only sewers, discharge about 

175 million gallons of untreated wastewater into the Ohio River and tributaries annually.

Those must be addressed by 2013.

By 2007, plans to upgrade or expand wastewater collection and stormwater management

in Beechwood Village, at the Southeast Diversion facility, in High Gate Springs and in Hikes

Point must be completed. MSD already has initiated a $500,000 project to overhaul the sewers

in Beechwood Village, according to Executive Director Bud Schardein. “As the agreement was

being negotiated, MSD moved forward without being required to do so,” he said.

The agreement also requires MSD to spend $2.25 million in Supplemental Environmental

Projects, including public health screenings for residents living near the industrial corridors of

the West End and watershed-focused environmental education. It also earmarks $300,000 to

convert and reclaim the former Lee’s Lane Landfill into a public-use area. 

Wilcher emphasized that funding the corrective actions will fall to MSD’s customers

who use the wastewater system. “The results will benefit the people of Louisville and the 

commonwealth for many years to come,” Wilcher said.

Diane Secor (left), Bud Schardein 
and Sue Green were among MSD
employees and their family members
who staffed the display at the Earth
Day celebration April 16 at the
Louisville Zoo.




