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“Very seldom do you have a

solution that is win-win-win,

for the people of Kentucky,

the people of Louisville

Metro and the federal

government.”

An agreement between state and federal

environmental protection officials and MSD outlines

plans to reduce sewer overflows and improve water

quality, and ends a lawsuit filed by the Kentucky

Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet in 2004.

The state filed the lawsuit “to get MSD on a

schedule to develop a plan to remedy combined sewer

overflow problems in Louisville Metro,” according to

LaJuana Wilcher, secretary of the state Environmental

and Public Protection Cabinet. “The results are

good solutions for the Ohio River through a unified

agreement representing the best interests for the

people of the commonwealth and the city.”

The agreement, filed April 25, sets a

schedule for MSD to complete a plan and implement

strategies to bring Louisville Metro into compliance

with the federal combined sewer overflow policy.

Many of the milestones are simply to document MSD’s work to-date as well as planned 

efforts to reduce sewer overflows, Wilcher said. “The goal is to implement a sewer discharge

plan that complies with federal regulations by 2024,” she said.

Gov. Ernie Fletcher said addressing sewer

overflows in Louisville and 16 other Kentucky

communities is “a major problem and a real challenge.”

He lauded the cooperative spirit among MSD, state

environmental officials and federal regulators in

reaching an agreement. “Very seldom do you have 

a solution that is win-win-win, for the people of

Kentucky, the people of Louisville Metro and the

federal government,” Fletcher said.

Metro Mayor Jerry Abramson said a healthy

environment is important to the city’s economic

development. “Without it, Louisville simply cannot

compete with other cities in terms of new jobs and

continued growth.”

The agreement calls for MSD to pay only $1 million in penalties to the commonwealth.

“That means less money spent on penalties and assessments and more toward bringing us into

compliance with state and federal law to get the water quality we want in this community,”

U.S. Rep. Anne Northup said.
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MSD and regulators agree on overflow plans

Gov. Ernie Fletcher greets Louisville
Metro Mayor Jerry Abramson and
Congresswoman Anne Northup after
detailing an agreement between the
commonwealth and MSD. 

Executive Director Bud Schardein is flanked
by Kentucky Environmental and Public
Protection Secretary LaJuana Wilcher
(left) and Environmental Protection
Commissioner Lloyd Cress (right).


