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“One of the goals early

on was to hold a large

stakeholder meeting in

the watershed.”

When the Kentucky Waterways Alliance wanted

to showcase an urban waterway, it chose Louisville

Metro’s Beargrass Creek.

“This is a watershed that has significant impacts,”

said KWA Executive Director Judy Peterson. “It’s important

for KWA and other groups to be involved.”

More than 135 people, representing businesses,

developers, industry, regulators and neighborhoods attended

KWA’s daylong roundtable on August 5th to learn more

about Beargrass Creek and its urbanized watershed, and

examine ways to ensure the watershed’s long-term health.

Peterson said the event grew out of KWA’s

three-year involvement with MSD on the Beargrass Creek

Watershed Council. “One of the goals early on was to

hold a large stakeholder meeting in the watershed, not

just to talk at people, but to bring them together to form 

a vision for the watershed.”

continued on page 3

Right in our backyard
Roundtable focus is Louisville Metro’s Beargrass Creek

To protect homes and businesses from flood damages while accommodating future

development, MSD is continuing a decade-long restoration of Pond Creek and its tributaries.

Part of the plan is to construct a regional flood storage facility on the 80-acre site of the old

Okolona Wastewater Treatment Plant that MSD owns. The property is adjacent to the Renaissance

Zone, a 3,000-acre business park located in the floodplain. The

zone is a pilot Tax Increment Financing District, established

by Louisville Metro, the state and Louisville Regional

Airport Authority to fund infrastructure improvements

and encourage businesses to locate there.

The flood storage facility would provide up to

37 million cubic feet of space that may be sold to businesses

in the Renaissance Zone to protect them from flooding.

The facility also would help protect residential properties

downstream from the facility. “This provides extra 

protection for our customers and assures them that additional

development will not adversely impact them,” said Executive

Director Bud Schardein.

continued on page 3

Renaissance Zone spurs flood protection plans

MSD has rededicated itself to 
educating customers about the
importance of water quality in
Beargrass Creek, Executive
Director Bud Schardein told 
roundtable participants.

A flood storage basin near the
Renaissance Zone will protect future
businesses who locate in the zone
as well as homes in the area.



Floyds Fork/North County/Operations:
Sixteen area contractors are prequalified to

complete small projects under MSD’s Annual
Maintenance and Construction program.

The program has combined two

prequalification programs that separated

maintenance and construction projects,

according to Area Team Leader Vicki

Coombs who oversees the program.

“Requirements for both programs were 

similar and merging them reduces both

MSD’s time to review and manage the programs, as well as contractor’s time to become prequalified

in two programs,” Coombs said. The maximum contract amount also was increased to $275,000.

MSD initiated the prequalification program in

1998 to expedite completion of smaller projects. The goal

is to reduce the time between identification of problems

and resolving them.

Contractors participating in the program submit

statements of qualifications each year that are reviewed

by a team of MSD staff and approved by MSD’s Board.

The final phase of the Old Henry Road Pumping
Station Project will involve the construction of new 

electrical service at a cost of $53,831. The cost includes

utility construction charges and equipment necessary to

serve the pumping station, which is in an undeveloped area.

When completed, the Old Henry Road pumping

station, force main and interceptor projects will provide

sewer service to much of northeastern Jefferson County.

Upcoming
Events
August 31
Polo Fields Permit Public
Hearing, 6 p.m. Jeffersontown
Library, 9600 Old Six Mile Lane

September 1
DiverseWorks for You
Certification Orientation, 
9 a.m. 700 W. Liberty, first floor

September 12
MSD Board Meeting, 10 a.m.,
700 W. Liberty, first floor

September 26
MSD Board Meeting, 10 a.m.,
700 W. Liberty, first floor

October 13
MSD Retirees Luncheon, 11 a.m.,
Masterson’s Atrium B, 1830 S. 3rd St.

MSD
Milestones
Welcome to MSD:
Jesse Barrett, Utility Trainee
Thomas Giardino, Auto/Heavy 

Equipment Tech Helper
Gary Heckman, Maintenance 

Mechanic
Troy Smith, Area Team Field 

Inspector II
Dominique Williams, Lab Tech II 

Congratulations on 
your promotions:
Bill Chamberlain, to Beargrass 

Creek Area Team Leader
Anthony Clarkson to Utility Leader
Steve Jones to Utility Leader
John Kessel to Process Supervisor
Derek Shields to Utility Leader 
Richard Warman to 

Process Supervisor

Changing the Pace: 
Roger Mayes, Process Supervisor 

from MFWTP Operations to 
Central Region

Jim Porter, Process Supervisor 
from MFWTP Operations to 
Central Region 

In remembrance
Danny Rhyne (retired March 2005)
and employees John Coomes and
Derwin Holt passed away in July

Area Team News

The Project DRI partnership between Louisville Metro and MSD is solving drainage

problems throughout the community. These projects are ready for construction:

Pond Creek/Mill Creek: A $122,110 project in the Forest Hills Subdivision to

improve roadside and rear-yard drainage along Ridan Way and Colt, Pimlico and Windemere

Drives will include replacing the existing drainage system. The project will satisfy 45 service

requests and affect 100 properties. 

Roadside drainage and outlet improvements along Moonlight Way will include

installing paved ditches and replacing driveway culverts and aprons. Forty-eight properties 

will directly benefit from the $97,000 project that addresses 13 customer requests. 

Standing water will be relieved on properties along Quillman Drive with construction

of $108,853 in drainage improvements. The project will address seven service requests and

benefit 12 properties.

Drainage Response Initiative Projects
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Customer First 
at Work
“Tammy Moore was thorough and
thoughtful as she took the time to
explain the Sod Credit program to me.
Tammy is an excellent employee.”
-- Mary Jane Cornish, Buechel

“Ed Berglund, Walter Jackson,
Greg Meriwether, Greg Thornton
and Jerry Trammel should be 
commended for their courteous and
knowledgeable professionalism when
responding to my service request.”
--Charles Pyles, Shively

“After my daughter dropped her cell
phone in a catch basin near 4th Street
Live, we were surprised to speak to
Marya Summers when we called MSD
and pleased to see Darrell Goodwin
who quickly came to retrieve the
phone. Marya and Darrell provided
service far beyond what we expected
for after midnight.”
--Lee and Jenny Scott, Middletown

“My compliments to Darryl Coleman,
Martin Mooney, Mark Smith and
Dennis Vandiver for their outstanding
job on my drainage problem.”
--David Rolend, Douglas Hills

Certifiable
Success
DiverseWorks for these 
recently certified businesses:
Bryant Associates, Inc. (MBE)
Civil engineering; design 
consultation; sanitary and stormwater
sewer design
Contact: Jack Bryant, 617/248-0300 

Diversity Adventures, Inc. (WBE)
Advertising; imprinting specialty items;
promotional items
Contact: Michele Hackett, 
502/897-3833

Kavanaugh's Towing 
Equipment Co. (WBE)
Parts, accessories for towing 
equipment; wrecker/carrier 
service; hydraulics; electrical
Contact: Janice Habermel, 
502/454-4960

The program included a range of speakers and experts, from Kentucky Environmental

& Public Protection Secretary LaJuana Wilcher to local historian and Metro Council Member

Tom Owens. Along with panel discussions and breaks between sessions, roundtable participants

had plenty of opportunities to address issues individually with speakers.

MSD was among the event sponsors and Regulatory Management Services Project

Manager Elizabeth Coyle served on the roundtable’s planning committee. Coyle joined

Phyllis Croce, Derek Guthrie, Randy Stambaugh and Executive Director Bud Schardein as

speakers and panelists for the daylong event.

“At MSD, we have rededicated ourselves to educating our customers and our neighbors

about the importance of water quality in Beargrass Creek and its tributaries,” Schardein told

roundtable attendees. “If we leave today and just one more person understands that non-point

source pollution has a lasting impact on the watershed, then it has been worthwhile.”

Right in... continued from page 1

Through August 15, 2005, the Project DRI partnership between Louisville Metro and

MSD completed or started 90 percent of planned drainage improvement projects since Phase 1

of Project DRI began in January 2003. Phase 2 is getting started, with two percent of planned

improvements underway.
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Awaiting Start/Future
10%

Businesses constructing new buildings in the Renaissance Zone also could use the

excavated dirt from flood storage basin construction because fill is required when building 

in the floodplain, according to Development Team Leader Randy Stambaugh.

The need for a third large flood storage facility in the Pond Creek Watershed became

apparent during a recent update of the community’s floodplain maps. “MSD was able to 

assess existing and future flooding potential from construction in the Renaissance Zone,”

Stambaugh said. To continue environmental restoration in the area, MSD plans wetlands near

the facility and a natural-growth buffer along Southern Ditch, where stored floodwater will 

be gradually released.

Renaissance... continued from page 1




