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“One of the goals early

on was to hold a large

stakeholder meeting in

the watershed.”

When the Kentucky Waterways Alliance wanted

to showcase an urban waterway, it chose Louisville

Metro’s Beargrass Creek.

“This is a watershed that has significant impacts,”

said KWA Executive Director Judy Peterson. “It’s important

for KWA and other groups to be involved.”

More than 135 people, representing businesses,

developers, industry, regulators and neighborhoods attended

KWA’s daylong roundtable on August 5th to learn more

about Beargrass Creek and its urbanized watershed, and

examine ways to ensure the watershed’s long-term health.

Peterson said the event grew out of KWA’s

three-year involvement with MSD on the Beargrass Creek

Watershed Council. “One of the goals early on was to

hold a large stakeholder meeting in the watershed, not

just to talk at people, but to bring them together to form 

a vision for the watershed.”
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Right in our backyard
Roundtable focus is Louisville Metro’s Beargrass Creek

To protect homes and businesses from flood damages while accommodating future

development, MSD is continuing a decade-long restoration of Pond Creek and its tributaries.

Part of the plan is to construct a regional flood storage facility on the 80-acre site of the old

Okolona Wastewater Treatment Plant that MSD owns. The property is adjacent to the Renaissance

Zone, a 3,000-acre business park located in the floodplain. The

zone is a pilot Tax Increment Financing District, established

by Louisville Metro, the state and Louisville Regional

Airport Authority to fund infrastructure improvements

and encourage businesses to locate there.

The flood storage facility would provide up to

37 million cubic feet of space that may be sold to businesses

in the Renaissance Zone to protect them from flooding.

The facility also would help protect residential properties

downstream from the facility. “This provides extra 

protection for our customers and assures them that additional

development will not adversely impact them,” said Executive

Director Bud Schardein.
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Renaissance Zone spurs flood protection plans

MSD has rededicated itself to 
educating customers about the
importance of water quality in
Beargrass Creek, Executive
Director Bud Schardein told 
roundtable participants.

A flood storage basin near the
Renaissance Zone will protect future
businesses who locate in the zone
as well as homes in the area.


